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Abstracts

County-Level Transportation in the Qin-Han Period and the Construction of Local Administrative Space Ma Xin

County-level transportation played an irreplaceable role in the construction of local administrative space under
the Qin-Han empires. The transportation system centered on county seats, linked by townships and relay
stations, and extending into village settlements, enabled the connectivity between the internal and external
geographical spaces of a county. It safeguarded the integration of each county with the empire, and ensured the
circulation of documents, goods. and officials within the county. As both a necessary and sufficient condition for
the existence and operation of the county-level administrative space, this system integrated all its constituent
parts into an organic unity, bringing all local inhabitants, land. and affairs under the administration of the
county court on behalf of the central dynasty. The county-level administrative space, founded upon county-level

transportation, thus became a fundamental building block of the state governance system in premodern China.

Analysis of the Issue of the Jue System in the Shang Dynasty Zuo Yong

The earliest records of the jue system of the Yin-Shang period appear in the Han Dynasty. It was a classical-
exegetical concept constructed by Confucian scholars, lacked substantial evidence, yet was handed down to the
Qing Dynasty. In modern times, under the influence of the classical and historiographical tradition, scholars
have used jue to refer to titles such as howu, tian, ren, wei, zi, ya, fu, wang, and bo in the Yin Ruins oracle-
bone inscriptions. However, some scholars represented by Hu Houxuan have denied any hierarchical differences
among these titles. As a political concept, jue did not acquire hierarchical connotations until the late Western
Zhou dynasty, and hierarchy constituted its conceptual core. On the one hand, jue lacked hierarchical
connotations during the Yin-Shang period; on the other hand, titles like hou, 27, and bo and other aristocratic
designations in the oracle-bone inscriptions belonged to different systems, and could not form an institutionalized
or fixed hierarchical order internally. Based on this, it seems reasonable to argue that the jue system had not yet
been formed in the Yin-Shang period, nor did genuine jue titles exist. When using important concepts pertaining
to the Shang and Zhou dynasties, one should return to the context in which the texts were produced, conform to

contemporary ideas, and restore their original meaning.

The Institute of History and Philology and the Collation of Ming-Qing Archives, 1928-1949 Ouyang Zhesheng

Archives are the most important documentary materials in historical research. The Institute of History and
Philology attached great importance to the collection, collation, and research of Ming-Qing archives. In
September 1928, upon learning that Li Sheng-to intended to sell his collection of imperial archives, Fu Ssu-nien,
Ch’en Yin-k’o immediately advocated for their purchase. After the Institute moved to Peiping in the spring of
1929, it arranged the transportation, storage, and collation of these archives, and published Historical
Materials of the Ming and Qing Dynasties . to which Xu Zhongshu made significant contributions. After the
outbreak of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the collation work stalled due to the Institute’s
repeated relocation. In 1933, the Institute further initiated the collation of the Veritable Records of the Ming
Dynasty s completing the main body by 1948. The collation of Ming-Qing archives by the Institute’s members,
together with their Historical Materials of the Ming and Qing Dynasties and collation of the Veritable Records
of the Ming Dynasty . set a model for Ming-Qing historical scholarship and laid a crucial foundation for Ming-
Qing history research. Drawing on the Institute’s archives, annual work reports, and recently published letters
of Fu Ssu-nien, Ch’en Yin-k'o, Xu Zhongshu, and others, this paper offers a conclusive summary of the Ming-

Qing archive collation work conducted by the Institute’s members.

“Sinicization of Academia”: Research on Chinese Philosophical History and Philosophical Theoretical Innovation
— An Investigation Centered on Hou Wailu and Zhang Dainian Chen Weiping

In the early full-scale War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, Mao Zedong put forward the
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“Sinicization of Marxism. ” Marxist-Leninist intellectuals in Yan’an and Chongqing responded with “Sinicization

’

of Academia,” a proposition advancing Marxist Sinicization across academia; this lens illuminates Hou Wailu’s
research on Chinese philosophical history and Zhang Dainian’s philosophical innovations. Hou formulated a
Sinicized Marxist framework for Chinese philosophy, uncovered its fine traditions, elaborated the rationale for
fusing Marxist and traditional Chinese philosophy, and strengthened its theoretical basis by comparing Pre-Qin
and late Ming-early Qing philosophical heritage with ancient Greek and post-Renaissance European thought.
Zhang Dainian’s Five Treatises on Heaven and Humanity represents academically Sinicized Marxist philosophy,
with a four-pronged intellectual path: grounded in the cultural outlook of “Cultural Creationism,” adopting a
creative stance on Marxism, centering Chinese philosophical subjectivity for Sino-Western synthetic innovation,

and integrating philosophy and its history to create unified ancient-modern philosophical systems.

Confucianism Oriented Towards Si (Reflection) :

The Three Dimensions of Si in the Wuxing Bamboo Slips Gou Dongfeng

Since the modern era, numerous philosophical terms rooted in si have emerged in Chinese philosophical
discourse. Focusing on the three dimensions of si (refection) in Zisi's Wuxing Bamboo Slips allows us to return
to traditional Chinese understandings of si and rethink its relation to Chinese philosophy. This text offers a
comprehensive investigation. First, si is positioned as a meta-concept and elevated, in a reflexive sense, to
thinking about thinking itself. Second, si is conceived as a tripartite system of ren (benevolence), zhi
(wisdom) , and sheng (sagacity). This framework anticipates Mencius’s “Four Beginnings.” while its theories
of mind-heart structure and memory in sagely wisdom reshape contemporary understandings of Confucian
doctrines. Third, the overall conception—manifesting inwardly and expressing outwardly—shows Huang-lL.ao
influence, yet substantively inherits the spirit of Confucius. Thus, at least within the Zisi-Mencius lineage and
Neo-Confucianism, Confucianism is fundamentally oriented towards si. Through this transhistorical term, the

depths of Confucianism reveal a distinctly Chinese “philosophy. ”

The Ti-Yong Paradigm :

An Introduction to the Way of Continuity and Change in Chinese Civilization Kang Xiaoguang

The ti-yong paradigm is a distinctive mode of thinking in Chinese civilization, with its earliest traces in the
Thirteen Classics. The history of classical studies threads through Chinese civilization, which can be viewed as a
history of literary and temporal forms. The Song Confucians developed a mature classical paradigm, yet it
cannot fully address modern issues, necessitating a modern paradigm for the global age. The classical paradigm
holds that substance is singular and all functions derive from it. In a globalized age of plural civilizations,
however, this unity becomes untenable. Zhang Zhidong’s “Chinese substance, Western function” fails to resolve
how the two can be integrated. The modern paradigm distinguishes three levels of substance and three
corresponding levels of function. It posits that meta-substance and its function share one source, literary form
and value-relevant function are one, and literary form and value-neutral function are separate. Civilizational
evolution is thus a process of returning to the root to restore the unity of substance and function. This
framework offers a general lens for understanding human civilizations, illuminating their structures, dynamics,

and future development.

Classification of People and Power Relations in the Perception of Princes. Generals, and Ministers

9

in the Early Han Dynasty: Starting from the Event of Generals’ “Whispering Gatherings” Ran Yanhong

During the Chu-Han War, a distinction gradually formed between the princes subordinate to Han and the
generals and ministers directly under Han. Owing to differences in status, subordination, and actual experience,
the generals and ministers did not regard the princes as their own kind and even actively participated in their
elimination. However, Han Xin, the King of Chu, had previously been a general of Han, and many of Han’s
generals and ministers had been under his command. When Liu Bang, conspiring with his cronies, captured Han

Xin by deception, and subsequently appointed his trusted intimates and relatives as marquises and kings,



